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Telecommunication in medicine -- United States. Excerpt: . . . the BBA, the Plus Choice program, Medicare prescription drug coverage. The value of
those hearings, like the value of our discussion today, depends on what we do in response. I hope this hearing signals our commitment to
participate fully and on a bipartisan basis in Medicare and Medicaid decisionmaking that will be critical to the providers and beneficiaries we
represent; and in keeping with the beneficiary-oriented goals of this hearing, I hope this committee perceives this years legislation not only as an
opportunity to address inadequate reimbursement but as an opportunity to directly improve access and coverage for Medicare and Medicaid
beneficiaries. Promoting telehealth in Medicare is just one of those issues, but it is important for several reasons. Not only can telehealth serve the
best interests of Medicare beneficiaries, but Medicare coverage policy sets a precedent for private coverage. In his written testimony, Mr. Joseph
Tracy from the University of Missouri makes a key observation. He said that telemedicine has not proven to be a vehicle for overutilization as some
skeptics assumed it would be. Rather, it is serving as a vehicle for adequate utilization in medically underserved areas. He goes on to say that people
living in these areas have as much right to Medicare benefits, obviously, as every other American. So Tracy has touched on a fundamental value in
the Medicare program and the most compelling reason to support Medicare coverage for telehealth services, that Medicare is grounded in
universality. The fundamental objective is to provide the same level of quality care to all beneficiaries, regardless of location, regardless of income,
regardless of health status. In some areas of...
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