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originally set aside for the ladies read ing-room, and devoted to that purpose. But aFer the various additions made to the art collection, so many
visitors were attracted by it that it was found expedient to limit its occupation for women alone to the hours aFer 6 p.m. - the time when ill-disposed
persons might possibly intrude. It is not understood that any complaint has been made to those in charge of the room of any incivility to ladies or
young women by daylight. With regard to the character of the fiction and juveniles, purchased of late years for the Lower Hall and Branches, it
should be stated that an examination of each volume has been made by a competent person before purchase, and those of questionable usefulness
rejected. The new cata logue of this class of books, now passing through the press, has been subjected to critical examination for the purpose of
excluding any and all volumes whose tendencies were doubt ful or injurious. The public demand for this class of reading increases year by year, and
one is not surprised to find that of the books published in the United States, as tabulated by the Publish ers Weekly, out. Of a total of books issued in
1883 or a fraction over 25 per cent., were fiction and juve niles, which, in a total of in 1884, had...
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