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Military base closures -- Economic aspects -- California -- Monterey County. Excerpt: . . . Monterey Bay. Although this has brought some 1, 100 new
jobs to the area, the local economies of adjacent cities, such as Seaside, Marina, and Del Rey Oaks have not enjoyed the same economic growth as
those of other areas in Monterey and Monterey County. The subcommittee also wants to examine the Federal Governments effort to cleanup the
environmental hazards associated with Fort Ords closure, primarily the removal of unexploded ordnance. Although most of the cleanup efforts
involve used artillery shells, live ammunition still remains from the facilitys former firing range. The Army had proposed using controlled burns to
explode the live ammunition and clear the surrounding flora, which made extraction of the artillery shells both easier and safer. However, local
environmental concerns over the smoke created by the fires resulted in a lawsuit and a preliminary court ruling that temporarily halted the burns.
Although the court ultimately ruled that the controlled burns could take place, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service is currently conducting a new study
to determine the most environmentally suitable method to accomplish the cleanup effort. The subcommittee wants to know the status of this study
and what efforts are being made to implement its recommendations. The community is understandably concerned over the delays involved in the
base reuse process, and indeed, until these issues are resolved, redevelopment plans will continue to be on hold. Theyre needed, however, to restore
the local economy. This is neither efficient nor effective governing. Today the Subcommittee on Government Efficiency, Financial Management and
Intergovernmental Relations will hear testimony from leaders of the communities and various government...
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