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Manufactures of the State To the Honorable the General Assembly of the State of Rhode Island: It is ten years to-day since the report upon the State
Census of 1865 was completed. It was my feeling at that time that the completion of the report had been too long delayed, and in commencing the
superintendence of the census of 1875, it was my fixed determination that the report should be completed in a much shorter time. But my intentions
in that regard have not been fulfilled, and the time required for the completion of the work has been the same as in 1865. The causes of the delay in
the present census have been fully stated in the report herewith presented; the chief of which was the lamented death of Mr. Isaac Peck, my Assistant
in the census oIice, and upon whom I especially relied in the preparation of the statistics of Manufactures. His death not only caused direct delay in
the collection of the statistics of manufactures; but also, for the want of his supervision, errors crept into the tables which have caused more delay,
continued vexation, and some extra expense even down to the present time. These things are now past; the mistakes have been found and
corrected; and the printed report is before you. In connection with this delay, however, it is some satisfaction to know that our experience in this
respect is not entirely an exception to the general rule. In no State, within my knowledge, that took a census in 1875,...
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