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particular reason, dear? pleaded his wife. | cannot imagine any reason powerful enough to justify such a proceeding, answered Talbot; but | shall be
better able to judge of that when | ve heard what Mrs. Mellish has to say. Stay here, Lucy, till | send for you. Yes, Talbot. She obeyed as submissively
as a child; but she lingered near the door after her husband had closed it upon her, with a mournful yearning in her heart. She wanted to go to her
cousin, and comfort her, if she had need of comfort. She dreaded the effect of her husband s cold and passionless manner upon Aurora s
impressionable nature. Mr. Bulstrode went down to the library to receive his kinswoman. It would have been strange if he had failed to remember
that Christmas evening, nearly two years before, upon which he had gone down to the shadowy room at Felden, with every hope of his heart
crushed, to ask for comfort from the woman he loved. It would have been strange if, in the brief interval that elapsed between his leaving the
drawing-room and entering the library, his mind had not flown back to that day of desolation. If there was an infidelity to Lucy in that sharp thrill of
pain that pierced his heart as the old memory came back, the sin was as shortlived as the agony which it brought...
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