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Brill, Netherlands, 2002. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. The essays in this collection ( on Canada, the USA,
Australia and the UK) question and discuss the issues of cross-cultural identities and the crossing of boundaries, both geographical and conceptual.
All of the authors have experienced cross-culturalism directly and are conscious that positions of `double vision , which allow the / to participate
positively in two or more cultures, are privileges that only a few can celebrate. Most women find themselves caught between cultures . They become
involved in a day-to-day struggle, in an attempt to negotiate identities which can aEirm the self and, at the same time, strengthen the ties which
unites the self with others. Theoretical issues on cross-culturalism, therefore, can either liberate or constrict the /. The essays here illustrate how
women s writing negotiates this dualism through a colourful and complex weaving of words - thoughts and experiences both pleasurable and
painful - into texts, quilts, rainbows. The metaphors abound. The connecting thread through their writing and, indeed, in these essays, is the concept
of `belonging , a theoretical/emotional composite of be-ing and longing. `Home , too, assumes a variety of meanings; it is no longer a static
geographical place, but many places. It is also a place elsewhere in the imagination, a mythic place of desire linked to origin. Policies of
multiculturalism can throw up more problems than they solve. In Canada, the diEiculties surrounding the cross-cultural debate have given rise to a
state of messy imbroglio . Notions of authenticity move dangerously close to essentialist identities. `Double vision is characteristic of peoples who
have been uprooted and displaced, such as Australian Aboriginal writers of mixed race abducted during childhood. `Passing for black or white is
full of complications, as in the...
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