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. Brand New Book. America s model of representational government rests on the premise that
elected officials respond to the opinions of citizens. This is a myth, however, say James N.
Druckman and Lawrence R. Jacobs. In Who Governs?, Druckman and Jacobs combine existing
research with novel data from US presidential archives to show that presidents make policy by
largely ignoring the views of most citizens in favor of affluent and well-connected political insiders.
Presidents treat the public as pliable, priming it to focus on personality traits and often ignoring it
on issues that fail to become salient. Melding big debates about democratic theory with existing
research on American politics and innovative use of the archives of three modern presidents -
Johnson, Nixon, and Reagan - Druckman and Jacobs deploy lively and insightful analysis to show
that the conventional model of representative democracy bears little resemblance to the actual
practice of American politics. The authors conclude by arguing that polyarchy and the promotion
of accelerated citizen mobilization and elite competition can improve democratic responsiveness.
An incisive study of American politics and the flaws of representative government, this...
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Reviews

The most e=ective publication i at any time read. We have study and i am sure that i will likely to read yet again once again in the foreseeable future. You
will not truly feel monotony at anytime of your time (that's what catalogs are for about in the event you request me).
-- Mr . Ra fa el Hoeg er      

This publication is amazing. This can be for all who statte that there had not been a worth reading through. I realized this publication from my i and dad
encouraged this ebook to find out.
-- Desm ond Schuster  II     
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