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*****The Republic of Macedonia is a small, landlocked country in the Balkan Peninsula, bordered on the north by the newly independent Kosovo
and Serbia, on the east by Bulgaria, on the south by Greece, and on the west by Albania. It forms part of the historical region of greater Macedonia,
the rest of which is now in Greece and Bulgaria. The capital is Skopje. Formerly part of Yugoslavia, it became independent in 1991 and was admitted
to the United Nations as the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia under pressure from Greece, which objected to the use of what it considers a
Hellenic name. (The ancient kingdom of Macedonia, situated in the north of modern Greece, was established by Perdiccas | in about 640 B.C.)
Although a small country today, Macedonia was once the dominant power in the Balkans. In the Middle Ages it competed with the Byzantine Empire
and greatly influenced the cultural life of the region until it was conquered by the Ottoman Turks in the late 14th century. In 1913, Macedonia was
annexed by Serbia and, in 1918, it became part of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, and Slovenes (later known as Yugoslavia). From 1944-90, the
country was part of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. In 1990, a coalition of reformist communists and Macedonian nationalists took
office and, in 1991, Macedonia, following the example of Croatia and Slovenia, declared its independence from Yugoslavia and adopted a new
Constitution. Greece, which controlled the southern part of historical Macedonia and feared claims on its territory by Macedonian nationalists,
opposed recognizing the new nation under the name Macedonia and imposed an economic blockade. Macedonia gradually won recognition from...
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