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1.2in.Some time ago, while on a visit in one of our monasteries, | was invited to give a sermon on the Sacred Heart of Jesus in our church there. The
opportunity arose at the inauguration of a statue destined to commemorate the consecrating of local Catholic families to the Sacred Heart. |
willingly answered this kind invitation, and wishing to instruct the faithful in the true significance of the homage they were paying, | set about to
study the inner meaning of this beautiful devotion, a devotion which has latterly spread itself in so nlarvelous a manner over all the world. Indeed,
the first thought which devotion to the Sacred Heart suggests to our minds is that of infinite love on the part of our divine Redeemer. It was this love
which urged Him to give Himself entirely to us in His passion and death, as well as in the institution of the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. It
appeared to me equally manifest that this devotion, while it reminds us of the love of Jesus toward us, is ordained to inspire our hearts with the
Harne of reciprocal love, and this is especially shown in the imitation of those virtues which chiefly adorn that loving Heart, the virtues of humility
and charity. However, it seemed to me that still more could be said about this devotion, if only it were studied in relationship to the Sacred Person of
our divine Redeemer. In fact, considering the nature of the homage paid to the Heart of Jesus in the twofold light of faith and theology, | found in it
a newer and higher signification, perhaps not so obvious as the first,...
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