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Forgotten Books, 2017. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print
on Demand *****. Excerpt from The Functions of Government and Their Limitations: An
Examination of the Principles of Ethics Involved in the Mutual Relations of the Government and the
Individual Having seen what the impelling motive is in the establish ment of the state, and that the
state exists for the individual, let us inquire upon what ethical principles his allegiance can be
demanded. It is frequently said that every right imposes an obligation upon its possessor; but this is
an erroneous statement of the origin of obligation, since all obligation has its origin in, and is
determined by, the rights of others, and not in or by the rights Of self. By virtue of their presence in
the world, each in the absolute possession Of his own indi vidual powers, by the equal permission of
their Creator, they are endowed with an absolute right to the use and enjoyment of such powers,
limited only by the equal right of others, and with an equal right of access to and enjoyment of all
the provisions of the material universe for the exercise of such powers, from...
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