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one of our greatest presidents bestselling autobiographies in his own words. Ronald Reagan s story is a work of major historical importance, a
narrative that The Washington Times calls one of our classic American success stories. Few presidents have accomplished more, or been so effective
in changing the direction of government in ways that are both fundamental and lasting, than Ronald Reagan. Certainly no president has more
dramatically raised the American spirit, or done so much to restore national strength and self-confidence. Here, then, is a truly American success
story--a great and inspiring one. From modest beginnings as the son of a shoe salesman in Tampico, Illinois, Ronald Reagan achieved first a
distinguished career in Hollywood and then, as governor of California and as president of the most powerful nation in the world, a career of public
service unique in our history. Ronald Reagan s account of that rise is told here with all the uncompromising candor, modesty, and wit that made
him perhaps the most able communicator ever to occupy the White House, and also with the sense of drama of a gifted natural storyteller. He tells
us, with warmth and pride, of his early years and of the elements that made him, in later life, a leader of such stubborn integrity, courage, and
clear-minded optimism. Reading the account of this childhood, we understand how his parents, struggling to make ends meet despite family
problems and the rigors of the Depression, shaped his belief in the virtues of American life--the need to help others, the desire to get ahead and to
get things done, the deep trust in the basic goodness, values, and sense of justice...
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