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University of California Press, United States, 1997. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English .
Brand New Book. In a book that will both enlighten and provoke, Daniel Boyarin offers an
alternative to the prevailing Euro-American warrior/patriarch model of masculinity and recovers
the Jewish ideal of the gentle, receptive male. The Western notion of the aggressive, sexually
dominant male and the passive female reaches back through Freud to Roman times, but as Boyarin
makes clear, such gender roles are not universal. Analyzing ancient and modern texts, he reveals
early rabbis - studious, family-oriented - as exemplars of manhood and the prime objects of female
desire in traditional Jewish society. Challenging those who view the feminized Jew as a pathological
product of the Diaspora or a figment of anti-Semitic imagination, Boyarin argues that the Diaspora
produced valuable alternatives to the dominant cultures overriding gender norms. He finds the
origins of the rabbinic model of masculinity in the Talmud, and though unrelentingly critical of
rabbinic society s oppressive aspects, he shows how it could provide greater happiness for women
than the passive gentility required by bourgeois European standards. Boyarin also analyzes the self-
transformation of three iconic Viennese modern Jews: Sigmund Freud, the father of...
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Reviews

This written ebook is great. I was able to comprehended every little thing using this written e publication. I am very happy to tell you that this is the finest
ebook i have go through during my individual existence and could be he greatest ebook for possibly.
-- Sim one Goyette II    

Without doubt, this is actually the best job by any publisher. It is writter in basic phrases instead of diAicult to understand. You will like the way the author
publish this publication.
-- Dr . Ma r vin Deckow     
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