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Gentlemen: I have the honor to submit for your approval the yearly report of 1917, for the fiscal year ending November 30. On account of the fact
that the organization of the State Highway department was not completed until aHer the vote was taken on the $6, 000, 000.00 bond Issue, there
remained very little time for preliminary and final surveys and Investigation during the working season, and due to the same fact, a comparatively
small amount of construction was completed. It seems that at this time a voluminous report would hardly justify the expenditure, and It has been
decided by the department that to submit a financial statement and summary of all work handled by this department would be suJicient. Any one
desiring a detailed statement on any particular project can have same by applying to this office. I wish to cull particularly to your attention the large
amount of Investigation which has been demanded by state, county and federal post aid work Such Investigations demand a reconnaissance,
preliminary and oHtimes, final survey in order to determine the route to he taken, and in some cases where we have been refused federal
cooperation, the surveys will be finally lost and the money expended on them will have to come out of the general engineering funds. The same Is
also true as regards some state and county work where It was necessary to make surveys entirely through a district or county in order to get the
best location, while as a matter of fact, the...
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