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historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book (without
typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1871 edition. Excerpt: . . . of the important accommodation of the ship, both for officers and
men, entirely unprotected, and involves getting the protection to ends of the central box, and the base of turrets by athwartship bulkheads only 4J
inches thick, which, though to a certain extent (a width of 31 feet out of 56 feet forward, and 28 feet out of 56 feet aft, or rather less than half its
width covered by plating of the bow and stern batteries, are very open to an oblique attack, say, from 20 degrees to 80 degrees on each side before
and abaft the beam. The mean of these ranges, 50 degrees, being about the most effective one for the ships own turret guns, and therefore the one
on which she would, if possible, engage an enemy, especially a broadside ship. So far as defence from plunging fire is concerned, it is true that the
great height of the armour plating of the central box would prevent a shot striking the deck in this part, except when either fired from a great height
or when ship had a heavy roll towards the enemy; but it must be remembered that this box is only 94 feet long, or rather less than one-third ships
length, and that the height of the armour belt before and abaft this box is not more than five feet from the water line, the deck at level of belt being
only covered by plates threeeighths of an...
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