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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 edition. Excerpt: .of 10,871 considerably exceeds this amount; but it will be safer, in considering a subject of so
great importance as the absolute injury done, and effect produced, by war upon commerce, to accept the larger figure, or to say, in round
numbers, that eleven thousand British vessels were captured by the enemy during the protracted and desperate wars caused by the French
Revolution. It is the great and conspicuous instance of commerce-destroying, carried on over a long series of years, with a vigor and thoroughness
never surpassed, and supported, moreover, by an unparalleled closure of the continental markets of Great Britain. The Directory first, and
Napoleon afterwards, abandoned all attempts to contest the control of the sea, and threw themselves, as Louis XIV. had done before them, wholly
upon a cruising war against commerce. It will be well in this day, when the same tendency so extensively prevails, to examine somewhat carefully
what this accepted loss really meant, how it was felt by the British people at the time, and what expectation can reasonably be deduced from it that,
by abandoning military control of the sea, and depending exclusively upon scattered cruisers, a country dependent as Great Britain is upon external
commerce can be brought to terms. 1 Guerin gives the total number of captures by France from Great Britain, from 1793 to the Peace of Amiens,
March 25, 1802, including both ships of war and merchant vessels, as 2,172; while the French lost in all, from ships-ipf i In:...
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