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**xxxx Excerpt from McClellan Who He Is and What He Has Done, and Little Mac; From Ball s Bluff to Antietam, Both in One: Revised by the Author The
human mind is unfortunately so constructed that it may temporarily become the prey of any passion. There is no falsehood so startling, no the ory
so repugnant, no imposition so extreme, that it may not find shallow waters in the mind for its reception, and retentive harbors of belief. In turn,
men have worshipped at the shrine of the toad, the fox, the serpent, the. Bull, and even the dripping tiger. In turn, again, there have been idolaters
who have abased themselves before hideous shapes of wood, who have adored the elements, who have made sacrifices to the sun and stars; and
there have been, also, even those who, disdaining the celestial competition, have turned their backs upon the entire Pantheon, and founded a
worship to The Unknown God. History has exhibited itself in the same way in re gard to rulers; and it frequently renews its lessons of the transient
fame of the unworthy by dropping them from the-end of the pipe-stem, where they had some time pranced, to the gross level of unrelieved
contempt. Merit alone can stand the test of time; and Charlatans and humbugs, though toler ated for a season, are invariably detected, by the
people, and driven off the public grounds. There are many curious features in this philosophy of popularity; but none more singular than the fact,
that nearly all sudden reputations. Will prove to have been built upon an inverse ratio of merit; while substantial characters ever wear the
continuous inspection-marks of...
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