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However, if disagreement with the Executive, now that the war is won, is to invite the charge of narrow partisanship, I welcome it and am content to
let it go at that. It was the truth, last year, two years ago, three and four years ago, the people of this country were heedlessly and overwhelmingly
for a league of nations, or a society of nations, or a world court, or some international association which should develop a fraternity of action
among civilized peoples and save humanity not only from the sorrows and suDerings like those which came with the war now ended, but from the
involvements of which we are not yet emerged. Many leaders of the party represented on this side of the Chamber were conspicuous in its advocacy,
and thousands less notable joined the chorus. Among the latter I joined In writing a favoring declaration in the platform of the Republican Party in
Ohio, which I think fairly voiced the aspirations of the people of that State. In the popular thought was the wish to abolish war and promote peace
and make justice supreme, and it was believed that the world, war wearied and drenched with the blood of millions of devoted nationalists, would
be ready for the committal. Our people were thinking of the thing desired, and never pondered the method or the cost of its making. Nobody
stopped to think of the involvements then. We are only learning them now. It would have been well to have counseled with one another...
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