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the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1896 Excerpt: . . . many rich silver-mines. It has suffered greatly from wars and political revolutions. X.
Ecuador is a second-rank republic. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES. History. --The mainland of South America was discovered by Columbus on his third
voyage, in 1498. The part of the coast at which he landed was near the mouth of the Orinoco River. The brilliant success of Cortez in the conquest of
Mexico incited other Spanish adventurers to similar enterprises, through which gold and glory might be gained. Among these was Pizarro, who
accomplished the conquest of Peru, then inhabited by people who had attained a considerable degree of civilization. Brazil, occupied by the
Portuguese in 1549, fell successively under the dominion of Spain and Holland, but was finally recovered by Portugal in 1564. In the mean while,
nearly the whole of the northern and western parts of South America had been overrun by the Spaniards. Early in the present century the Spanish
colonies of South America threw off the yoke of the mother-country, and became independent republics. Brazil, formerly belonging to Portugal, in
1822 was proclaimed an independent empire, and in 1889 became a federal republic. Social Condition. --In civilization, the South-American
countries occupy a secondary place. Among the masses of the population, education is little diffused; but there are numerous schools for the
wealthier classes, and the secondary or higher education is well provided for. In some of the republics, political changes are frequent, --a fact that
greatly retard the progress of these states....
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