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and economic costs worldwide. Although the investigation of aggression has a long research tradition in psychology, still little is known about the
neural underpinning and biological correlates of aggression and violence. Modern models (i.e., the General Aggression Model of Anderson and
Bushman, 2002) assume that aggression is influenced by multiple person and situation variables mediated by a?ect, cognition, and arousal. This
thesis examines stress as an important promoting factor for aggression and violence. First, results from psychological, neuroscientific, and animal
studies on the neural basis of aggression and the relationship of stress and aggression are gathered and discussed. The influence of stress and
aggression on social information processing, i.e., the processing of emotional facial expressions is then investigated in healthy individuals with three
consecutive experimental studies using psychophysiological (EEG), endocrine (cortisol), and behavioral data. The experimental induction and
measurement of aggression together with a pharmacological manipulation of the stress hormone cortisol as well as the induction of feelings of
social exclusion contribute to a unique combination of psychosocial paradigms with psychophysiological measures. Finally, new research questions
are generated based on the results of these studies and the existing literature. 136 pp. Englisch.
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