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***x* Excerpt from Bulletin of the Southern California Academy of Sciences, Vol. 4 December 19th, Section met at usual hour, Chairman Knight
presiding. The meeting was opened with instructive remarks by the Chairman relative to the increase in the number of double stars that have been
discovered, giving credit to many and notable discoveries at the Lick Observatory; justifying very amply the generous appropriations made for the
maintenance of that noble institution. Mr. Knight then gave a resume of the knowledge now systematized relative to Phoebe, the ninth satellite of
Saturn; claiming for it a diameter of about a thousand miles, a radius of revolution of about two million miles, and a period of perhaps three weeks.
It is claimed by some that this planet moves about its principal in a direction reverse to that of the other satellites, but this theory is not fully
accepted by the astronomical world. The question gave rise to a spirited discussion. The Chairman then introduced the speaker of the evening, Mr.
B. R. Baumgardt, who entertained the section first by reference to some of the interesting facts relative to Encke s comet. The period of the comet is
3 1-3 years, its orbit being an ellipse; and its present situation is in the vicinity of Mercury. Mr. Baumgardt claims that there is no good authority for
the theory that any comet of the solar system goes beyond the orbit of Jupiter. He stated that any comet which moves at a greater rate than twenty-
six miles per second never returns, and must move in a hyperbolic or parabolic course; that all apparently parabolic or hyperbolic comets may be
but such as movein...
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