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Georgetown University Press, United States, 2005. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. On
a Monday in August 2004, three Muslim girls sat with each other on the floor of a mosque surrounded by boxes of books. Two wore traditional
Muslim dress, their companion was dressed Western style, but their intention was the same. They were involved in a project to distribute almost 2
million dollars worth of books, DVDs, and videos to over 300 British public libraries. Their aim was not to convert or proselytize but to educate the
public about their faith and try to offset the negative image of Islam that has developed since 9/11. Perhaps of more significance was the fact that
the books used for the project were not the insider literature produced by the mosques, but works of Western academics that approached their
subject in a neutral and informative manner. Ron Geaves offers a thematic and experiential exploration of the Muslim religion and world that shows
it is not some homogenous entity but the dynamic faith you would expect to find in a religion over fourteen centuries old, consisting of over a billion
people stretching from the USA to China. Readers of the book require no previous knowledge of the subject. Chapters are dedicated to individual
topics and range from a look at Western media representation of Islam, through controversial issues such as martyrdom, shari a law, jihad, and the
place of women. It examines the ideas of community, Sufism, fundamentalism and other sects within the faith, and also explains the source of many
of the interpretations of the Prophet Mohammed, and the importance of the Muslim concept of unity. By examining the divisions that exist within
contemporary Islam, Geaves makes a special contribution to the ongoing...
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