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National and State Politics of 1871 Reviewed: Speech of Hon. Roscoe Conkling, at Tweddle Hall, Albany, Oct, 11, 1871 The conflict still goes on, and
still the question is, Can any system prevail against them? This problem perturbs both hemispheres every day. The old world, divided into
contending nationalities, has perils of its own, with which no rival on this continent can menace us; but here and there, and everywhere, the puzzle
of government baffles ultimate solution. Even now, Europe wails sons and cities freshly slain - and Paris, the world s fairest capital, wounded and
begrimmed, writhes between self-government and suicide. England, with a parliament eight hundred years old, and a monarchy scarred and
altered by many revolutions, has survived, by constantly widening the foundations of her system so as to yield more and more to popular right. But
England s system is such that, unlike ours, it does not place reforms within the people s reach - this may be painfully illustrated on a day now rapidly
approaching, when the sceptre will fall from a hand already smitten with grief and wavering with infirmity. America, alone, has a government
rooted in the people - a government with a base so broad, that the mightiest of wars has vainly dashed against it and been shivered into spray.
Proof to the tempest shock, our nationality need no longer dread the storm - force can not uproot it. But the pestilence that wasteth at noon-day
what shall be said of that? Corruption, with its stealthy creep, its leprous touch, and its deadly breath - corruption which has rotted and wasted so
many fair fabrics - will that mark us for destruction...
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