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***xx Excerpt from In Memoriam Theodore Duka (1825-1908) It was at the very close of 1910 that the Natural Science Class of the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences honoured me with an invitation to deliver the In Memoriam lecture on its late Honorary Member, Surgeon-Colonel Dr.
Theodore Duka. If | hesitated at first to accept this distinction, it was not because the request came from a class different from the one to which |
owe my own membership. There is a common bond uniting historical with natural sciences, and my labours of recent years have drawn me into at
least one branch of research, geography, which comes within the range of interests of that class. Nor would the fact of my being merely an External
Member of the Academy have justified hesitation; for whatever my designation might be, | could never feel myself a stranger in the noble abode of
learning, in the immediate vicinity of which | was born, and with which many of the happiest recollections of my early youth are indissolubly
associated. The only cause of my hesitation was the doubt whether, burdened with the many heavy tasks which the scientific results of years of
successful exploration in Central Asia had thrown upon my shoulders, | should be able to find time for doing full justice on such a solemn occasion
to the memory of one in whom | had revered not merely the scholar, soldier, and man of truly noble character, but also the kindest paternal friend.
My apprehension was well founded; for after more than two years have passed, | find myself obliged to write this commemorative account in the
extremely scant leisure left...
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