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0.lin.An excerpt from the introductory chapter: SWITZERLAND, with only 15, 469 square miles of land and some 3, 500, 000 people, had a total
foreign trade in 1906 of 855, 770, 382, made up of 465, 739, 730 imports and 390, 030, 652 exports. The imports are mainly foodstuffs and raw
materials, . while the exports are principally manufactured products. The largest single item in the export list is silk goods, while the second largest is
cotton goods, and for 1907 it is probable that cotton goods will rank first. In 1906 Switzerland imported cotton and cotton manufactures to the
value of 21, 419, 273, clothed its own people, and exported cotton manufactures to the value of 40, 928, 053. The total Swiss figures for cotton and
cotton manufactures show that 32, 900, 670 came in over the border and that 52, 409, 450 went out over the border, but of this 11, 481, 397
represents the value of cotton manufactures that simply passed through the country, and as it did not in any way affect the actual Swiss trade it
may be disregarded. The average value of the raw cotton- imported in 1906 was 14. 55 cents a pound. The average value of all manufactures of
cotton exported reached 1. 15 a pound, while the average value of the embroideries and laces alone reached 2. 07 a pound. The raw material used
in Swiss cotton manufacturing includes not only cotton, but yarns, thread, and cloth; but after taking these into consideration Switzerland still holds
the record for the greatest difference between the value of cotton imported and cotton exported. Three-fourths of the cotton exports consist of
embroidery and laces....
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