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***x* Excerpt from The Second Cavalry Division of the Army of the Potomac in the Gettysburg Campaign First, because the war would be of such
short duration, that it would be ended before cavalry could be properly organized, equipped and drilled. Second, that the expense attending its
organization and maintenance would not justify its employment. Lastly, that the character of the country in which war would be waged was such
that mounted troops could not be successfully employed. The disaster at Bull Run convinced our governing authorities that the war was not to be
ended in sixty days. It was determined to raise a great army in which the different branches would be represented in proper proportions. Cavalry
regiments of young, ardent patriots, well mounted, well equipped and drilled, were put in the field, and were ready for the performance of the
proper duties of that arm. But another hindrance arose, and one that long continued, and that was its misuse, which resulted mainly from the lack
of proper corps organization. In the first and second years of the war there would be found here and there temporary brigades, but too often
regiments were attached to army corps and broken up to serve at division and brigade headquarters. Instead of conserving its strength, it was
wasted on useless details for duty that might well have been omitted, or have been performed by another arm of the service. This policy differed
from that pursued by the enemy. Its cavalry, composed of the best class of the young manhood of the South, who were accustomed to the saddle
and the use of fire arms, under the leadership of such able...
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