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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 298 pages.
Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.7in.THE practice of the Month of the Souls in Purgatory is spreading more and more. It bids fair to become as popular
as that of the month of Mary. Its origin is very ancient, and, under a diCerent form, we find it among the Jewish people, long before the Christian
era. The proof of this we find in religious journals of our period, and especially in the Opinion du Midi, a French paper. Some years ago, the Abbe
Serre, director of an Archconfraternity for the relief of the souls in Purgatory, established at Ninles, thus expressed himself in the above-mentioned
journal: Under the ancient Law the month of the Dead was one of the most general and one of the most usual forms of prayer for the deceased;
indeed, devotion towards the dead appears to be one of the most remarkable rites among the Jews. It was decreed aGer the death of the patriarch
Jacob that his sons should mourn him for thirty days. It was the same on the death of the high-priest Aaron, and of his brother Moses; mourning for
thirty days was renewed, and the people of Israel believed that they could not better testify their gratitude to these two great men than by offering to
God supplications for their souls during a whole month. This pious practice of praying for the departed during an entire, uninterrupted month
became so deeply rooted among the chosen people that Scripture assures us mourning is only complete when the deceased has been sorrowed
over during thirty days. This period, says the historian Josephus, has been recognized by all the Doctors as just and proper to weep over the...
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