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The subject of the following pages has hitherto attracted little attention in this country, although it
cannot be thought trivial or of slight importance. This may be due to the probability that the period
with which it deals, and the Acts of the cumenical Synods, lie for the most part outside the
curriculum of study usually pursued by Candidates for Holy Orders among us. The Orthodox
Churches of the East, when brought before our notice at all, seem to be regarded with an indifferent
curiosity, rather than with a recollection that they form an eminent portion of the great Christian
brotherhood, and possess an unquestionable title to Catholicity, in the technical and accurate sense
of that term, as it meets us in the Canons and Definitions of the cumenical Synods. And as to the
Filioque, though there may be a vague impression that it did not originally belong to the Creed, yet
it seems to...
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