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***xx Excerpt from Ten Years Report of the American Society for the Extension of University Teaching, 1890-1900 Report of the Directors to the
Members of The American Society for the Extension of University Teaching on Ten Years Work in the Period from 1890 to 1900 In 1878, Sidney Lanier,
writing on the subject of lecturing said: During my studies for the last six or eight months, a thought which was at first vague, has slowly crystallized
into a purpose of quite decisive aim. The lectures which | was invited to deliver last winter before a private class, met with such an enthusiastic
reception as to set me thinking very seriously of the evident delight with which grown people found themselves receiving systematic instruction in a
definite study. The fault of the lecture system as at present conducted - a fault which must finally prove fatal to it - is that it is too fragmentary, and
presents too fragmentary a mass of facts before the hearers. Now if a scheme of lectures should be arranged which would amount i to the
systematic presentation of a given subject, then the audience would receive substantial benefit, and would carry away some genuine possession at
the end of the course. This stage of the investigation put me to thinking of schools for grown people. Men and women leave college nowadays just at
the time when they are really prepared to study with effect. The thought of Sidney Lanier had already found expression in England through the
plans and activities of the Cambridge and London Societies for the Extension of University Teaching. They were founded respectively in 1873 and
1876. Similar work was...
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