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AN IMAGINARY T ALE

Paperback. Book Condition: New. Not Signed; Today complex numbers have such widespread practical use--from electrical engineering to
aeronautics--that few people would expect the story behind their derivation to be filled with adventure and enigma. In An Imaginary Tale, Paul
Nahin tells the 2000-year-old history of one of mathematics' most elusive numbers, the square root of minus one, also known as i. He recreates the
baAling mathematical problems that conjured it up, and the colorful characters who tried to solve them. In 1878, when two brothers stole a
mathematical papyrus from the ancient Egyptian burial site in the Valley of Kings, they led scholars to the earliest known occurrence of the square
root of a negative number. The papyrus oAered a specific numerical example of how to calculate the volume of a truncated square pyramid, which
implied the need for i. In the first century, the mathematician-engineer Heron of Alexandria encountered I in a separate project, but fudged the
arithmetic; medieval mathematicians stumbled upon the concept while grappling with the meaning of negative numbers, but dismissed their
square roots as nonsense. By the time of Descartes, a theoretical use for these elusive square roots--now called imaginary numbers --was suspected,
but efforts to solve them led to intense, bitter debates. The notorious i finally won acceptance and was put to use in complex analysis and theoretical
physics in Napoleonic times. Addressing readers with both a general and scholarly interest in mathematics, Nahin weaves into this narrative
entertaining historical facts and mathematical discussions, including the application of complex numbers and functions to important problems,
such as Kepler's laws of planetary motion and ac electrical circuits. This book can be read as an engaging history, almost a biography, of one of the
most evasive and pervasive numbers in all of mathematics. book.
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Related eBo o ks  

Sh ad o w s Brigh t as Glass:  Th e R emarkab le Sto ry  o f  On e M an 's J o u rn ey  f ro m Brain  Trau ma to  A rtistic Triu mp h                            
Free Press. Hardcover. Book Condition: New. 1439143102 SHIPS WITHIN 24 HOURS!! (SAME BUSINESS DAY) GREAT BOOK!!.
R ead  eP u b  »    

It's  J u st a Date:  H o w  to  Get 'em, H o w  to  R ead  'em, an d  H o w  to  R o ck 'em                    
HarperCollins Publishers. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, It's Just a Date: How to Get 'em, How to Read 'em, and How
to Rock 'em, Greg Behrendt, Amiira Ruotola-Behrendt, A fabulous new guide to dating...
R ead  eP u b  »    

L eav e It  to  M e ( Ballan tin e R ead er's C ircle)          
Ballantine Books. PAPERBACK. Book Condition: New. 0449003965 12+ Year Old paperback book-Never Read-may have light shelf or
handling wear-has a price sticker or price written inside front or back cover-publishers mark-Good Copy- I ship FAST...
R ead  eP u b  »    

Y o u  Sh o u ld n 't H av e to  Say  Go o d b y e:  It's  H ard  L o sin g th e P erso n  Y o u  L o v e th e M o st                                    
Sourcebooks, Inc. Paperback / soQback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, You Shouldn't Have to Say Goodbye: It's Hard Losing the
Person You Love the Most, Patricia Hermes, Thirteen-year-old Sarah Morrow doesn't think much of the...
R ead  eP u b  »    

J o ey  Green 's R ain y  Day  M agic:  1258 Fu n , Simp le P ro jects to  Do  w ith  Kid s U sin g Bran d - n ame P ro d u cts                             
Fair Winds Press, 2006. Paperback. Book Condition: New. Brand new books and maps available immediately from a reputable and
well rated UK bookseller - not sent from the USA; despatched promptly and reliably worldwide by...
R ead  eP u b  »    
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