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Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject English - Literature, Works, grade: 2,3, University of Koblenz-Landau (Anglistik), language: English,
abstract: It is impossible to imagine living without irony in our everyday life. Irony as a form of 'linguistic indirectness' has become a phenomenon in
recent years. It is used by, no matter what age or social group in our speaking, writing and literature. The term 'irony' derives etymologically from
the Greek word 'eironeia' and actually means 'adjustment’, 'escape, or especially 'lack of seriousness'. But another significant element is being
added, which is 'making fun of someone'. So if you call someone a hero, who just ran away from something harmless, you do not mean it literally,
you indirectly try to express the opposite. Actually you would have said, that he is a total coward. But exactly that is what makes a definition of the
term 'irony' so difficult, because it is not always exactly the opposite when you are ironic; sometimes it just means something else. If we now start
from this explanation of the term, you could assume that something ironic is almost a lie, as someone who uses irony wants to express something
else than he actually says. It is not a lie because when you lie you try your best nobody realizes your being untrue. When someone is ironic, the
intention is to let the other person notice this. Thus irony is transparent where a lie is, at least, opaque. The second major difference is the intention
to deceive which is constitutive for the lie, but not when you use irony. You also can not compare irony with mockery; mockery always...
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