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***x* Ernest William Hornung (7 June 1866 - 22 March 1921) was an English author and poet known for writing the A. J. Raffles series of stories about
a gentleman thief in late 19th-century London. Hornung was educated at Uppingham School; as a result of poor health he left the school in
December 1883 to travel to Sydney, where he stayed for two years. He drew on his Australian experiences as a background when he began writing,
initially short stories and later novels. Hornung s prose is widely admired for its lucid-yet-simple style. Oliver Edwards, writing in The Times,
considered that not the least attractive part of the Raffles books is the simple, plain, unaffected language in which each one of them is written. The
obituarist in the same newspaper agrees, and thinks Hornung had a power of good and clear description and a talent for mystery and surprise.
Colin Watson also considers the point, and observes that in Hornung s writing, superfluous description has been avoided and account of action is to
the point, while Doyle admired his sudden use of the right adjective and the right phrase, something the writer and journalist Jeremy Lewis sees as a
flamboyant, Kiplingesque taste for the vivid.
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