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Springer-Verlag New York Inc., United States, 2009. Hardback. Condition: New. 2009 ed.. Language: English . Brand New Book. Higher education
reforms have been on the agenda of Western European countries for 25 years, trying to deal with self governed professional bureaucracies
politically weakened by massification when an emerging common understanding enhanced their role as major actors in knowledge based
economies. While university systems are deeply embedded in national settings, the ex post rationale of still on-going reforms is surprisingly uniform
and de-nationalized . They promote (1) the organizational turn of universities, to varying extent substituting collegial loosely coupled entities by
integrated, goal-oriented entities deliberately choosing their own actions (and therefore open to differentiation), that can thus be held responsible
for what they do (2) the diversification of stakeholders, supposedly offering solutions to problems as various as the democratisation of universities,
the shrinking of State budget resources and the diversification of university missions offering answers to changes in the making and in the use of
science. When it comes to accounting for these reforms, two grand narratives of public management share the floor. NPM implies a strengthening
of the capacity of the core State to direct public services organizations through management by objectives and results or contractualization,
assessment, evaluation and. Governance focuses on network-based governance systems, where coordinating power and control are collectively
shared between the major "social actors or partners at all levels of the decision-making system. Our results suggest that all higher education
systems under study were more or less transformed according to both these narratives. It is therefore needed to understand how they combine or
create contradictions. This leads us to test a third neo-weberian model. This model reaffirms the role of the State, of representative democracy,
(central, regional and local), of public law (suitably modernized), preserves the...
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