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curiosities of medical history is that of the United States Pharmacopoeia. As long ago as 1778 the needs of the colo nists drawn together in battle
array led to the publication in the city of Philadelphia of a small military pharmacopoeia, which, how ever, entirely disappeared from sight with the
oncoming of peace aFer the Revolution, so that no attempt to bring order out of the chaos of drugs and their preparations was really made in the
United States until 1808, when the councillors of the Massachusetts Medical Society issued a pharmacopoeia to meet the local needs of New England.
In 1820 were put forth the first efiorts to create a really national United States Pharmacopoeia, and at that time may be said to have been
inaugurated the system of pharmacopoeial production and revision which has lasted until the present year. In accordance with this system a
pharmacopoeial convention has met every ten years since. The Conventions of 1820 and 1830 were composed solely of physicians, who occupied
themselves directly with the re vision of the Pharmacopoeia. By 1840 the system of direct revision by the Convention had become too cumbersome
and expensive to be practical. The Convention, therefore, delegated the actual work of revision to a committee, contenting itself with fixing the lines
along which the revision should progress. Moreover, the Convention of 1840 took the highly important and very proper step of inviting the
profession of pharmacy to...
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