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*xx*x* Excerpt from Historical Sketches of Dunstable, Mass My Friends and Fellow-Citizens: - | have accepted your invitation to deliver this address on
the occasion of the second centennial anniversary of the settlement of your town, with great reluctance and many misgivings. | cannot expect to
share with you all those hallowed memories which spring up in your minds and warm your hearts, whose homes are on this spot, whose ancestors
repose beneath this sod, whose hearthstones are here, whose eyes have beheld the domestic scenes and whose hearts have felt the joys and sorrows
which make up the story you would most gladly hear to-day. To you who enjoy this spot as home, the church, this village green, these farmhouses,
every field and wooded hill, the highway and the by-path, the valley and the brook, all tell a tale of tender interest, to you who remember the events
of childhood here, to you who to-day return from long wanderings, to you who have remained and have brought this municipality on to an
honorable era in its history, to you who turn aside to linger over the grave of a beloved parent, and to you who still pause and drop a tear on that
little mound where your child has lain so long and from which, through all the years that have passed since it left you, its sweet voice has been
heard, reminding you of your duty in this world and assuring you of the peace and joy of the world to come. To me, indeed, the domestic record of
this town, the most sacred record to you, is, as it were, a sealed volume, open only...
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