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**xxx Excerpt from A Pioneer Mother She was neither witty, nor learned in books, nor wise in the ways of the world, but | contend that her life was
noble. There was something in her unconscious heroism which transcends wisdom and the deeds of those who dwell in the rose-golden light of
romance. Now that her life is rounded into the silence whence it came, its significance appears. To me she was never young, for | am her son, and as
| first remember her she was a large, handsome, smiling woman - deft and powerful of movement, sweet and cheery of smile and voice. She played
the violin then, and | recall how she used to lull me to sleep at night with simple tunes like Money Musk and Dan Tucker. She sang, too, and |
remember her clear soprano rising out of the singing of the Sunday congregation at the schoolhouse with thrilling sweetness and charm. Her hair
was dark, her eyes brown, her skin fair and her lips rested in lines of laughter. Her first home was in Greene s Coolly, in La Crosse County, Wisconsin,
and was only a rude little cabin with three rooms and a garret. The windows of the house overlooked a meadow and a low range of wooded hills to
the east. In this house she lived alone during two years of the Civil War while my father went as a volunteer into the Army of the Tennessee. My
memory of these times is vague but inset with charm. Though my mother worked hard she had time to visit with her neighbors and often took her
children with her to...
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