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Russell Sage Foundation, United States, 2012. Hardback. Condition: New. New. Language: English . Brand New Book. If all politics is local, then so is
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over thirty-five years of Fine s own ethnographic research across an array of small groups, Tiny Publics presents a compelling new theory of the
pivotal role of small groups in organizing social life. No social system can thrive without flourishing small groups. They provide havens in an
impersonal world, where faceless organizations become humanized. Taking examples from such diverse worlds as Little League baseball teams,
restaurant workers, high school debate teams, weather forecasters, and political volunteers, Fine demonstrates how each group has its own unique
culture, or idioculture--the system of knowledge, beliefs, behavior, and customs that define and hold a group together. With their dense network of
relationships, groups serve as important sources of social and cultural capital for their members. The apparently innocuous jokes, rituals, and
nicknames prevalent within Little League baseball teams help establish how teams function internally and how they compete with other teams.
Small groups also provide a platform for their members to engage in broader social discourse and a...
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