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***** High up among the heather-clad hills which form the broad dividing barrier between England and Scotland, the little river Esk brawls and
bickers over its stony bed through a wild land of barren braesides and brown peat mosses, forming altogether some of the gloomiest and most
forbidding scenery in the whole expanse of northern Britain. Almost the entire bulk of the counties of Dumfries, Kirkcudbright, and Ayr is composed
of just such solemn desolate upland wolds, with only a few stray farms or solitary cottages sprinkled at wide distances over their bare bleak surface,
and with scarcely any sign of life in any part save the little villages which cluster here and there at long intervals around some stern and simple
Scottish church.
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