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*xx* Excerpt from Physicians Manual of the Pharmacopeia and the National Formulary: An Epitome of All the Articles Contained in the U. S. P.
(Eighth Revision) And the National Formulary (Third Edition) The Pharmacopeia. - The Pharmacopeia is a book fixing standards for the identity,
purity, strength and quality, and giving directions for the preparation, valuation, compounding and preservation, of drugs, chemicals, medicinal
substances and their preparations. Originally compiled in 1820 by a convention of physicians, it is revised decennially by a Committee on Revision
composed of chemists, pharmacognosists, pharmacists and physicians elected by a convention, which meets each decennium in Washington, and
which includes delegates from medical and pharmaceutical societies and colleges and from the medical departments of the Army, the Navy and the
Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service. While the United States Pharmacopeia has been the legal standard for drugs through pharmacy actsin a
few individual states, it did not become a legal standard for the United States until January, 1007, at which time the Food and Drugs Act went into
effect. Natioxal Formulary. - There are many preparations extensively employed, which, from their more or less ephemeral or polypharmacal
character, are not admitted to the U.S. Pharmacopeia. They include many solutions, elixirs, syrups, mixtures and pills. The same confusion in
strength and consequently in dosage which attached to official medicines before the adoption of pharmacopeias applied also to these various
mixtures. Thus preparations of potent substances such as elixirs of strychnin, solutions of arsenic, syrups of morphin, etc., varied in strength as
made by different manufacturers, until in 1887 the National Formulary was issued by the American Pharmaceutical Association. This work contains
nearly 500...
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