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thus to set aside. Know Dacres! Bewick doth despise AH falsehood, whatsoe er its aim, As much as he thy rage defies, Or values his unblemish d
name. Ere |, (believe me on my word) To thee in point of honour yield, I ll place my life upon my sword, And try my fortune in the field. Tis true | once
fair Ellen lov d; But soon relinquished ev ry claim, Whene er | knew that disapprov d Were my addresses by the dame. Canst thou, Lord Dacres, then
suppose That | could brook such villainy, To rob thee of thy rightful Rose, By practices so cowardly? Ill suits it with our house s pride, To be thus
slander d and aspers d; Our honour has been often tried, Nor was our courage thought the worst. Then think not, Dacres, | shall stand, And tamely
hear a villain s name: --With thee I ll try my willing hand. And vindicate my injur d fame. No more they chaff d with useless words, But from the hall
enrag d, withdrew; Refulgent flash d their deadly swords, And each to each like lions flew. Sir Fergus aim d a deadly thrust At Dacres breast--he reel
d--and fell; Writhing with pain, he bites the dust, And cursing, takes his last farewell. But ere the dire, vindictive wound, Of life that Dacres dispossess
d, His faulchion had a passage...
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