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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. 116 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x
0.3in.The Great Tonsil Massacre uses creative non fiction to recount a public-health initiative that took place in Rochester, New York in 1920 and
1921. The narrative explores the motives of the industrialists and professionals who established two tonsiladenoid clinics designed to benefit children
whose families were subsisting on very limited incomes. At a second level, it examines some of the reasons that may have discouraged other citizens
from publicly questioning the project, even though serious risks and inflated claims were involved. Finally, it follows the tensions that arise in the
OConnell family, whose members are directly aFected by proponents claims. Kate and Michael OConnell, Timmys mother and father, have already
suFered through a botched public health event when their story opens. Memories of that event, and her and Michaels implication in it, plague Kate.
Michael, a firm believer in the medical miracles he has witnessed in the early 20th century, wants what is best for his sons future. At present the
family can aFord to sign Timmy and his younger sister Molly up for the operation, but Michaels job security is tenuous. Timmy, whose physical
development lags behind his peers, wants to catch up, but he is afraid of undergoing the operation. Molly adores her big brother and will follow him
anywhere. Conflicts within the family and among Timmys schoolmates escalate, causing the characters to reassess their first conclusions. An
epilogue to the story examines the factual events as they were recorded in contemporaneous documents: meeting minutes, government reports,
and newspaper articles. An appendix includes photographs of the actual clinical sites and of some of the activities that occurred in them. The
narrative also focuses on the social conditions and...
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