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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: . standards, which thus far have proven helpful in raising the general
standard of conditions that surround those who toil for wages. Further extensions are contemplated, and it is both desired and expected that the
next biennial period will witness the extension of the beneficial effects of the law to every occupation and industry coming under the jurisdiction of
the Commission within the confines of the Commonwealth. 2 This report of the Welfare Commission gives in detail the results of a somewhat
extended survey of the operation of the minimumwage law in Washington. In making this survey it was necessary for the Commision to keep
constantly in mind one important point, namely, what is necessary properly to care for the maintenance of a woman, to keep her in comfort and
decency, and therefore in good health; it is such considerations as these that cling about the question of the minimum wage; in fact, it is all there is
to the question. Therefore, much attention was given to the cost of living at the time the latest estimates were made--December, 1914. At that time
the average annual and weekly expenditures of a self-supporting woman working in each specified industry were as shown in the following table, in
which is also given the minimum wages subsequently fixed applicable to workers over 18 years of age and to minors. 1 Mercantile, factories,
laundries and dye works, telephone and telegraph, hotels and restaurants, and offices. 2 Washington. Second Biennial Report...
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