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*xxxx Jake Madison has always been a likeable guy. He has a ready smile and is slow to anger. Although he had been raised by a stoic father who
taught him to value endurance and self-sufficiency, he stopped short of the need to be perfect like his father. That goal, in his judgment, was
unattainable and unnecessary. So, after years of struggling through medical school and his residency, he was now firmly entrenched in a medical
practice staffed with a highly respected team of doctors. Also, he has finally paid off his student loans and he can now breathe a little easier, focus
on his career, and enjoy himself. As he sees it, life should be tempered with laughter and a joyous feeling. But when his friend and mentor Edward
Ruley dies, Jake is devastated and lost. Ed had been a special friend and mentor. Grief-stricken, he seeks comfort from Justina Blake, his best friend
and confidant. Unbeknownst to Jake, Justina loves him and yearns for the day when he will see her as more than just a friend. When Jake shows up
at Justina s apartment in tears, her heart goes out to him and they end up sleeping together. When Jake awakes the next morning he is ashamed of
what he has done and feels that he has ruined their friendship. He leaves before Justina wakes up and seeks refuge in church for his lax in judgment.
He finds his mother there and she convinces him to come home with her and have dinner. Jake has always been close to his mother and he decides
to share with her what happened between Justina and him. To Jake...
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