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European markets for U. S. bulk commodities in gener-point of 7. 2 percent in 1997 to 5. 7 percent in 2000, al declined aHer the introduction of grain
and oilseed before gaining slightly to just over 6 percent in the last price supports in the 1970s and the European Unions 2 years of the period.
subsequent emergence as a net exporter of coarse U. S. agriculture is twice as dependent on foreign 12 grains as well as a growing market for high-
value con-markets compared to the general economy. Measured 11 sumer-oriented products. Europe remained the sec-as exports divided by farm
cash receipts, agricultures ond largest market for HVPs, albeit just barely as Latin export reliance ranged from 22 to 26 percent during American
markets continue to gain on the strength of the 1990s. Export reliance for agricultural coopera-rising consumer incomes. tives-measured as export
sales reported divided by net Cooperative sales to Canada dropped sharply in business of all cooperatives - ranged from 6 percent to 1998 before
rising through 2000, and remained fairly almost 10 percent during the period 1997 to 2002. stable throughout the rest of the period, but only at 50
Again, because export sales as used in this survey percent of the 1997 levels. Exports to Canada, dominat-include only direct sales, products that
may have been ed by bulk commodities in 1997, had leveled out to be originated by cooperatives and sold through or to an comprised almost
equally of bulk and consumer-ori-export intermediary would not be reflected. ented products by 2002. By 2002, bulk commodities...
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