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**xxx Excerpt from History of the Ninth and Tenth Regiments Rhode Island Volunteers, and the Tenth Rhode Island Battery, in the Union Army in 1862
The following letter from Chaplain Clapp, of the Tenth, has been received since the completion of the history. On account of its general interest to
the comrades, it is printed in this separate form to accompany the book. My Dear Spicer: | greatly rejoice in the new proof of their good sense which
our comrades of the Ninth and Tenth Rhode Island have shown in selecting you as their historian, to make lasting record of our varied experiences
in the days of the Rebellion. A glance, which you have kindly allowed me, at the proof sheets of your volume, more than satisfies, - it delights me,
with the taste, discrimination, and truthfulness with which you have executed your delicate task. That you deserve well of us all, | know from
personal observation, so far as your story of the campaign of the Tenth and our companion battery is concerned, and | cannot doubt your equal
faithfulness in what you have said of our sister regiment. The record is an honorable one. True, we whose service was limited to that campaign
cannot claim to be survivors of bloody battlefields. We have no scars to show in token of the sharpness of rebel sabres or the true aim of rebel rifles.
We may not in old age shoulder our crutches and show how fields were won, but the boys whose loyalty you so well commemorate, did faithfully the
one work to which they were so suddenly called in that serious emergency. They defended the capital...
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