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***x* Excerpt from The Roxbury Magazine One of the features of the general scheme for park development proposed by the first Board of Park
Commissioners in 1876 was a large park in West Roxbury. The commission, fortunately, in this park, as well as in the whole park system of the city,
had the advice of Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted, the eminent landscape architect, and his associates; and to their well-developed plan, so carefully
thought out, in advance is due the beauty of design which becomes more and more apparent as the plan develops from year to year. Franklin Park
was first called West Roxbury Park on account of its location; but the name was changed in January 1882. The change was made, not simply with
the object of honoring one of the nation s greatest men, a resident of Boston, but also because it was at that time proposed to use a portion of the
Franklin Fund when it became available in 1891 for the payment of the park loan. But on account of legal objections or for other reasons this was
not carried out. The land for Franklin Park was taken in 1883 and 1884. The cost of the land was more than $1,500,00. The area is 527 acres. In its
landscape Franklin Park is a great natural park, with woodland, rocky hills, meadows, and ponds. It affords to many a resident of the near-by city
an opportunity to view a little rural scenery which possibly he would never see, had it not been provided by the forethought of the city authorities;
and the many visitors of all ages and classes on a warm Saturday afternoon or...
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