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*xx*x* Excerpt from Above the Clouds and Old New York: An Historical Sketch of the Site and a Description of the Many Wonders of the Woolworth
Building No description of these first New York habitations for white men has come down to us, and by some it has been conjectured that they were
mere wigwams. But since it is known that Block had with him tools fit for the building of a ship, it is probable that they were frame huts, perhaps
covered with bark and reed-thatched, Indian fashion. In any event, they served well enough as outward and visible tokens of Dutch possession, until
the arrival of the first permanent settlers in 1623. With their advent, the Woolworth site, far though it was outside the limits of the original New York -
or New Amsterdam, as its founders named it - began to assume historic importance. The control of the town, as of the entire province of New
Netherland, had been vested in a commercial corporation, the Dutch West India Company, and it was of course necessary to make provision for the
maintenance of the company s officials and servants stationed on the island. Accordingly, search was made for a good farming section, and the
choice very properly fell on the land between Fulton and Warren Streets, from Broadway to the North River. Fenced in and reserved strictly for the
use of the West India Company, this fertile holding became popularly and officially known as the Company s Farm. A rough road was opened to it,
rude precursor of the Great White Way of the twentieth century; several buildings were set up, these including a house, barns,...
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