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summary introductions and conclusions, this book is a unique endeavour. Contents Introduction to the history of Islamic societies Book I. Part I. The
Beginnings of Islamic Civilizations, The Middle East from c.600 to ¢.1000: 1. Middle Eastern societies before Islam 2. Historians and the sources 3.
Arabia 4. Muhammad: preaching, community, and state formation 5. Introduction 6. The Arab-Muslim conquests and the socio-economic bases of
empire 7. Regional developments: economic and social changes 8. The caliphate to 750 9. The *Abbasid empire 10. Decline and fall of the *Abbasid
empire 11. Introduction: religion and identity 12. The ideology of imperial Islam 13. The " Abbasids: caliphs and emperors 14. Introduction 15. Sunni
Islam 16. Shi" i Islam 17. Muslim urban societies to the tenth century 18. The non-Muslim minorities 19. Continuity and change in the historic cultures
of the Middle East Book I. Part Il. From Islamic Community...
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