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*****The NFPA 2001 standard on the use of clean agents for the suppression of fires arose from the phase-out of Halon 1301. Standard methods
exists for specifying the amount of clean agent required for Class A and Class B fires, but the recommendation for Class C fires (those involving
energized electrical equipment) defaults to the Class A values. While this may be appropriate for some Class C fires, there is concern that higher
agent concentration may be necessary if energy is added to the fire by the electrical source. A number of test methods have been proposed to
determine the amount of agent required to suppress fires in energized electrical equipment; however, there has been no broad agreement on a test
method to include in NFPA 2001 for Class C fires. The present project was sponsored by the National Fire Protection Association Research Foundation
to address the need for a standard test to be included in NFPA 2001 for Class C fires. The goals of the project are to understand the fire threats
occurring in energized electrical equipment, and suggest a test protocol which can properly estimate the amount of agent required to suppress fires
in those situations. As a first step, phone interviews were conducted with members of the technical panel and with the sponsors of the present
project. These representatives, as well as other expert sources recommended by them, provided information on the likely fire threats expected in the
field. Detailed case studies were supplied by FM Global. Detailed notes of the conversations as well as summaries are provided, and the data
provided served as one source for definition of the threat. In order to illustrate...
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