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very encouraged by the response of Secretary Evans, the Chairman, and his Under Secretary for International Trade, Grant Aldonas, by Ex-Im Bank
Chairman Robson, the Vice Chairman, and by the other members of the Trade Promotion Coordinating Committee who will testify this morning.
From my initial meetings with each of you earlier this year, there seems to be an appreciation for the potential of the coordinating committee to
bring even greater coherence and a sense of strategy to the Federal Governments export promotion eFort. It is my perception that these witnesses
and others in the Executive Branch have made this a priority in planning the agenda for their agencies and I very much look forward to hearing
their testimony this morning. Finally, let me note that the attention of Congress has been drawn away from its normal agenda because of the tragic
events of September 11. It is a measure of the importance that we attach to the work of the Coordinating Committee that this hearing is going
forward today. In fact, all of the economic reports, it seems to me, that we are now receiving only emphasize the work of the Coordinating
Committee. The Los Angeles Times, in an article about 10 days ago, said, and I quote: The world economy is in a fragile state, according to U. S.
trade figures, and is likely to flow further as additional security measures triggered by last weeks terrorist attacks hinder the flow of goods and
services. The Coordinating Committee may thus have an additional challenge...
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