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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 100 pages. Original publisher: Washington, DC: O?ice
of Plans and Policy, Federal Communications Commission, 1997 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)55986800 Subject: Internet -- Government policy -- United
States. Excerpt: . . . years old. By contrast, Internet service providers, and other companies in the Internet industry, have never been required to gain
regulatory approval for their actions. B. The Feedback Loop If the Internet is not like any other established communications technology, what then is
it On one level, the Internet is whatever anyone wants it to be. It is plastic, decentralized, and constantly evolving network. Any simple concept to
describe the Internet will necessarily be 5 incomplete and misleading. Such templates are useful, however, to promote greater understanding of
aspects of the Internet that may not otherwise be obvious. For purposes of this paper, I believe it is valuable to understand the Internet as a feedback
loop. A feedback loop occurs when the output of a system is directed back into the system as an input. Because the system constantly produces fuel
for its own further expansion, a feedback 6 loop can generate explosive growth. As the system expands, it produces more of the conditions that
allow it to expand further. All networks are feedback loops, because they increase in value 7 as more people are connected. The Internet, however, is
driven by a particularly powerful set of self-reinforcing conditions. 5 For a thorough explication of various metaphors for the Internet, including the
now well-worn notion of the Information Superhighway coined by Vice President Albert Gore, see Mark Stefik, Internet Dreams: Archetypes, Myths,
and Metaphors ( 1996 ). 6 For an extended discussion of the significance for feedback loops and control mechanisms as they relate to new
technologies, see...
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